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On March 15, 2016, a significant milestone was reached for the Augusta County Service 
Authority.  That was the day that the Augusta County Service Authority officially reached its 
50th Anniversary!   

It was March 15, 1966, when the Virginia State Corporation Commission approved the Articles 
of Incorporation for the Service Authority.  Nine days later, on March 24, 1966, the first meeting 
of the Augusta County Service Authority Board of Directors took place.  Present on that first 
day, representing the Board, were W.L. Morrison (chosen as the first Chairman of the Service 
Authority), C.B. Cottingham, Harold Garber, Robert Warner, and W.B. Speck.  The County 
Engineer at that time, Bill Hart, was then appointed as the first Engineer-Director of the Service 
Authority.   

The first two projects undertaken by the Service Authority in 1966 were the installation of a new 
water system to serve the Dooms area, and a water and sewer system to serve the new Staunton 
Shopping Center on Greenville Avenue in Staunton.  That same year, the new Service Authority 
agreed to take on the operation of two County-owned Sanitary Districts – one in Verona and the 
other in South River.   

In 1966, the Authority had roughly 2,400 customers. Today, the Service Authority serves over 
14,000 customers.  The primary water supplies in 1966 were the Coles Run Reservoir and the 
Berry Farm Spring, both of which are still in operation.  Since that time, the Service Authority 
has grown to 12 water systems that utilize nearly two dozen separate water supplies.  While there 
was only one wastewater plant in 1966, in Verona, today the Service Authority owns and 
operates nine separate wastewater plants.  The service areas include the developed areas in 
Verona, Fishersville, Stuarts Draft, and Weyers Cave, but also many smaller communities 
around the county.  The Service Authority also operates the Augusta Regional Landfill.   

The Service Authority has come a long way in 50 years and while it may be growing older, it has 
also undergone gradual changes to keep it well positioned for the future.  Technology has never 
played a bigger role than it does today, with a state-of-the-art SCADA system to help monitor 
and control its diverse operations, and the use of GPS and GIS technology for better mapping, 
information storage, and to make better management decisions for over $200 million in physical 
assets.    

The Service Authority is proud of its past 50 years of excellent service, and looks forward to at 
least another 50 years of serving the customers of Augusta County. 

 


